
NOTICE OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2017
 

6:00 P.M.

 

Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Tomball City Council, to be held on Monday, 
January 16, 2017 at 6:00 P.M., City Hall, 401 Market Street, Tomball, Texas 77375, for
the purpose of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are subject to
action. The Tomball City Council reserves the right to meet in a closed session for
consultation with attorney on any agenda item should the need arise and if applicable
pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government Code.

 

    
1.0 Call to Order
 
2.0 Invocation
 
 Led by Pastor Edward Matthews, Newness of Life Church

 
3.0 Pledges to U.S. and Texas Flags
 
4.0 Public Comments and Receipt of Petitions [At this time, anyone will be allowed to speak

on any matter other than personnel matters or matters under litigation, for length of time
not to exceed three minutes. No Council/Board discussion or action may take place on a
matter until such matter has been placed on an agenda and posted in accordance with
law.]

 
5.0 Reports and Announcements
 
 January 18, 2017 – First day to apply for Place on Ballot for the May 7, 2017 City

General Election 
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February 11, 2017 – 2nd Saturday at the Depot
Reports by City staff and members of council about items of community interest on
which no action will be taken

 
6.0 Approve the Minutes of the January 3, 2017 Regular Tomball City Council Meeting
 
7.0 New Business:
 
 7.1 Presentation of Railroad Museum Master Plan for the Texas Railroading Heritage

Museum at Tomball 
 
 7.2 Adopt, on First Reading, Ordinance No. 2017-01, an Ordinance Reducing the

Prima Facie Speed Limit Established for Vehicles under the Provisions of
§545.356, Texas Transportation Code, upon the Basis of an Engineering and
Traffic Investigation, upon SH249 Frontage Roads/Access Roads,  for a
Temporary Reduction of Speed during Construction Only, from the Intersection
of Heidi Lane and SH 249, North to the Harris/Montgomery County Line, within
the Corporate Limits of the City of Tomball as set out in This Ordinance; and
Providing a Penalty of a Fine in an Amount Not to Exceed Two Hundred Dollars
($200.00) for the Violation of This Ordinance

 
 7.3 Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents to Apply for a

UASI Grant to Link Multiple Dispatch Centers in Harris and Montgomery
Counties

 
 7.4 Discussion and Possible Action in Regards to City Staff's Handling of In-City

Municipal Utility District Requests
 
8.0 Adjournment

 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N
 
I hereby certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin board of City Hall, City
of Tomball, Texas, a place readily accessible to the general public at all times, on the 12th day
of January 2017 by 5:00 p.m., and remained posted for at least 72 continuous hours preceding the
scheduled time of said meeting.

 

  
 Doris Speer
____________________

 Doris Speer
 City Secretary, TRMC
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This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available Requests
for accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting.
Please feel free to contact the City Secretary's office at (281) 290-1002 or FAX (281) 351-
6256 for further information.

AGENDAS MAY ALSO BE VIEWED ONLINE AT www.ci.tomball.tx.us.
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
Led by Pastor Edward Matthews, Newness of Life Church

Background:

Origination:

Recommendation:

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:

ACTION TAKEN
Approval

Yes No
Readings Passed

 1st  2nd
Other
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
January 18, 2017 – First day to apply for Place on Ballot for the May 7, 2017 City General Election 
February 11, 2017 – 2nd Saturday at the Depot
Reports by City staff and members of council about items of community interest on which no action
will be taken

Background:

Origination:
Various

Recommendation:
N/A

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:
City Secretary

ACTION TAKEN
Approval

Yes No
Readings Passed

 1st  2nd
Other

ATTACHMENTS:
Des cr i pt i on

Deadline to Apply for Place on Ballot for the May 6, 2017 City General Election
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
Approve the Minutes of the January 3, 2017 Regular Tomball City Council Meeting

Background:

Origination:

Recommendation:

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:

ACTION TAKEN
Approval

Yes No
Readings Passed

 1st  2nd
Other

ATTACHMENTS:
Des cr i pt i on

Draft Minutes of the January 3, 2017 Regular City Council Meeting
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1.0 Call to Order  

 
The Council meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Fagan.  Other members 
present: 

  
  Councilman Hudgens  
  Councilman Degges 
  Councilman Townsend  
  Councilman Klein Quinn  
 
  Members absent: 
 

  Councilman Stoll - Excused 
 
 Others present: 

 
 City Manager – George Shackelford 

 Assistant City Manager – Robert Hauck 
 City Secretary – Doris Speer 
 City Attorney – Loren Smith 
 Police Chief – Billy Tidwell 
 Fire Chief – Randy Parr 
 Marketing Director – Mike Baxter 
 Director of Public Works – David Esquivel 
 Director of Community Development – Craig Meyers 
 Assistant City Planner – Amelia Lindley 
 Community Center Manager – Rosalie Dillon 
 Senior Administrative Assistant – Tracy Garcia 

 
2.0       The invocation was led by Senior Pastor Rick Brown, ChristBridge Fellowship Church. 

 
3.0 Pledges to U. S. and Texas Flags were led by Rob Hauck. 
 
4.0 No public comments were received. 

MINUTES OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2017 

 

6:00 P.M. 
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Minutes 
Regular City Council Meeting 

January 3, 2017 
Page 2 of 6 

 

 
 
5.0 Reports and Announcements: 
 

• January 18, 2017 – First day to apply for Place on Ballot for the May 6, 2017 City 
General Election 

• Reports by City staff and members of Council about items of community 
interest on which no action will be taken: 
 ◦ Randy Parr reported on the success of the Fire Department’s 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Family and Senior Citizen Assistance 

Programs. 
 ◦ Billy Tidwell reported on the success of Shop with a Cop. 

 
6.0 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Klein Quinn, to 

approve the Minutes of the December 19, 2016 Regular Council Meeting. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7.0 Old Business: 
 
 7.1 Motion was made by Councilman Degges, second by Councilman Townsend, to 

adopt, on Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2016-31, an Ordinance of the City of 
Tomball, Texas, Amending Chapter 50 (Zoning) of the Tomball Code of 
Ordinances by Changing the Zoning District Classification of Approximately 3.9 
Acres of Land, Legally Described asTract 262A Tomball Outlots, Within the City 
of Tomball, Harris County, Texas, from the Agricultural District to the Commercial 
District; Said Property Being Generally Located on the East Side of South Pitchford 
Street, at 909 South Pitchford; Providing for the Amendment of the Official Zoning 
Map of the City; Providing for Severability; Providing for a Penalty of an Amount 
Not to Exceed $2,000 for Each Day of Violation of Any Provision Hereof, Making 
Findings of Fact; and Providing for Other Related Matters.  Vote was as follows: 

 
    Councilman Hudgens    Aye     

  Councilman Stoll  Absent  
    Councilman Degges    Aye  
    Councilman Townsend   Aye  
     Councilman Klein Quinn   Aye   

    
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Fagan recused herself from discussion and action regarding Items 8.1 and 7.2, having 
filed an Affidavit of Conflict of Interest with the City Secretary.  Mayor Pro Tem Degges 
proceeded with the meeting. 
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Minutes 
Regular City Council Meeting 

January 3, 2017 
Page 3 of 6 

 

 
 7.2 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Hudgens, to 

adopt, on Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2016-33, an Ordinance of the City of 
Tomball, Texas, Amending Chapter 50 (Zoning) of the Code of Ordinances by 
Amending Section 50-2 (“Definitions”), Section 50-82(B) (“Use Charts”) and 
Section 50-116 (“Supplemental Regulations”) by Defining and Creating a Land Use 
for “Mobile Food Courts”; Providing for Severability; Providing for a Penalty of an 
Amount Not to Exceed $2,000 for Each Day of Violation of Any Provision Hereof, 
Making Findings of Fact; and Providing for Other Related Matters.  Vote was as 
follows: 

 
    Councilman Hudgens    Aye     

  Councilman Stoll  Absent  
    Councilman Degges    Aye  
    Councilman Townsend   Aye  
     Councilman Klein Quinn   Aye   

    
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 7.3 Motion was made by Councilman Klein Quinn second by Councilman Townsend, 

to adopt, on Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2016-34, an Ordinance of the City of 
Tomball, Texas Amending Section 32-2, Exceptions to Chapter, and Section 32-8, 
Responsibility of Owners, Tenants, and Lessees Allowing Peddlers to Utilize 
Property, of Article 1, in General, of Chapter 32, Peddlers and Solicitors, to Allow 
Mobile Food Vendors Registered with the City in Compliance with the City’s 
Zoning Regulations; Providing a Penalty Not to Exceed $2,000.00 for any 
Violation Hereof with Each Day Constituting a Separate Offense; Providing for 
Severability and Providing for Severability and Providing Other Findings Related 
Hereto.  Vote was as follows: 

 
    Councilman Hudgens    Aye     

  Councilman Stoll  Absent  
    Councilman Degges    Aye  
    Councilman Townsend   Aye  
     Councilman Klein Quinn   Aye   

    
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Fagan returned to the dais and the following items were considered: 
 
 7.4 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Degges, to 

adopt, on Second Reading, Ordinance No. 2016-35, an Ordinance of the City of 
Tomball, Texas, Finding and Determining that Public Convenience and Necessity 
No Longer Require the Continued Existence of a Public Right-of-Way, All Situated 
in the Replat of Final Plat Reserve at Spring Lake Section One and in the Replat of 
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Minutes 
Regular City Council Meeting 

January 3, 2017 
Page 4 of 6 

 

 
The Reserve at Spring Lake Section Two, Located in the Joseph Miller League, A-
50, W.H. Clemens Survey, A-1641, Harris County Texas; Vacating and 
Abandoning Said Right-Of-Way and Replacing with an Access and Utility 
Easement; Authorizing the Mayor to Execute and the City Secretary to Attest, 
Respectively, a Quitclaim Deed Conveying Said Street Right-of-Way to Zion Road 
Properties, LLC; Providing for Severability; and Containing Other Provisions 
Relating to the Subject.  Vote was as follows: 

 
    Councilman Hudgens    Aye     

  Councilman Stoll  Absent  
    Councilman Degges    Aye  
    Councilman Townsend   Aye  
     Councilman Klein Quinn   Aye   

    
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
8.0 New Business: 
 

8.1 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Degges, to 
approve Resolution No. 2017-01, a Resolution and Order of the City Council of the 
City Of Tomball, Texas, Ordering the General City Election, to be Held in the City 
of Tomball on Saturday, May 6, 2017; Designating the Polling Places and 
Appointing Election Officials for Such Election; Directing the Giving of Notice of 
Such Election; and Providing Details Relating to the Holding of Such Election.  
Fue presentada una moción por el Concejal Townsend, secundada por el 

Concejal Degges, para aprobar la Resolución Nro. 2017-01, una Resolución y 

Orden del Consejo Municipal de la Ciudad de Tomball Texas, Ordenando una 

Elección Regular de Funcionarios Municipales a Celebrarse el sábado 6 de mayo 

de 2017; Designando los Lugares de Votación y Nombrando a los Oficiales 

Electorales de tal Elección; Instruyendo que se Notifique Sobre esta Elección; 

Designando la Fecha de una Elección de Desempate de ser Necesaria; y 

Proporcionando Detalles Referentes a la Celebración de Tal Elección. 

Cuộc Vận Động được tiến hành bởi Ủy Viên Hội Đồng Townsend, tán thành bởi 
Ủy Viên Hội Đồng Degges, để chấp thuận Nghị Quyết số 2017-01, một Nghị 
Quyết và Sắc Lệnh của Hội Đồng Thành Phố Tomball, Texas, Yêu Cầu một Cuộc 
Bầu Cử Viên Chức Thường Lệ sẽ được tổ chức tại Thành Phố Tomball vào Thứ 
Bảy, ngày 6 tháng Năm, 2017; Chỉ định các Địa Điểm Bỏ Phiếu và Chỉ Định các 
Viên Chức Bầu Cử cho Cuộc Bầu Cử đó; Hướng Dẫn việc Đưa Ra Thông Báo 
của Cuộc Bầu Cử đó; Chỉ Định Ngày Bầu Cử Chung Cuộc nếu cần; và Đưa Ra 
các Chi Tiết có Liên Quan đến việc Tổ Chức Cuộc Bầu Cử đó. 
提案是由市議員Townsend，第二由市議員Degges，批准決議案編號2017-

01，為一德克薩斯州，Tomball市市議會決議及指示，特指示一市府官員普

選，其將於2017年5月6日，星期六在Tomball市召開；並已為此選舉指定投
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票所地點以及指派選舉官員；指導發出本選舉之選舉通知；如需要，將指定

決選日期；以及提供所有與召開本選舉相關的細節。 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 
La moción fue aprobada por unanimidad. 
Cuộc Vận Đồng được nhất trí tiến hành. 
議案獲得一致通過。 

 
 8.2  Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Klein 

Quinn, to approve Resolution No. 2017-02, a Resolution of the City Council of 
the City of Tomball, Texas, Designating the Potpourri (Houston Community 
Newspaper) as the Official Newspaper for 2017 for Publication of Matters 
Pertaining to the City of Tomball. 

 
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 

8.3 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Degges, to 
award Engineering Contract to Jones and Carter for Design Services for a Water 
and Sewer Line along Zion and E. Hufsmith Roads in the Amount of $196,000. 

 
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 

8.4 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Degges, to 
approve Resale Deed for Property acquired by Foreclosure Tax Sale in Cause No. 
2000-62916, styled City of Tomball, et al vs. Emma Dial Fullylove, et al, said 
Property being described as:  Tract 1:  Lot No. 44, Block No. 36, Located in Harris 
County, Texas, According to the Map or Plat Thereof Recorded in Vol. 4, Page 25 
of the Map Records of Harris County, Texas, HCAD Acct No. 035-264-036-0044, 
to Maricsa Villasenor, in the Amount of $3,749.47; Located at 0 Clarence Street, 
Tomball. 

 
   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 8.5  Executive Session: The City Council recessed at 6:18 p.m. into Executive 

Session as Authorized by Title 5, Chapter 551, Government Code, the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, for the Following Purpose(s):  

 
• Sec. 551.072 – Deliberations Regarding the Purchase, Exchange, Lease, or 

Value of Real Property 
 
  Upon reconvening into Regular Session at 6:29 p.m., no action was taken. 
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9.0 Motion was made by Councilman Townsend, second by Councilman Klein Quinn, to 

adjourn. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the     16th    day of   January     2017. 

 
 
 

                                                       
Doris Speer, TRMC, CMC     Gretchen Fagan 
City Secretary       Mayor 
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
Presentation of Railroad Museum Master Plan for the Texas Railroading Heritage Museum at Tomball 

Background:
Tom Marsh, representing the Gulf Coast Chapter - National Railway Historical Society, Inc., will present a
Master Plan Document for the Texas Railroading Heritage Museum at Tomball.

Origination:
Gulf Coast Chapter - National Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Recommendation:
N/A

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:
Doris Speer, City Secretary

ACTION TAKEN
Approval

Yes No
Readings Passed

 1st  2nd
Other

ATTACHMENTS:
Des cr i pt i on

Railroad Museum Master Plan for the Texas Railroading Heritage Museum at Tomball
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
Adopt, on First Reading, Ordinance No. 2017-01, an Ordinance Reducing the Prima Facie Speed Limit
Established for Vehicles under the Provisions of §545.356, Texas Transportation Code, upon the Basis of an
Engineering and Traffic Investigation, upon SH249 Frontage Roads/Access Roads,  for a Temporary
Reduction of Speed during Construction Only, from the Intersection of Heidi Lane and SH 249, North to the
Harris/Montgomery County Line, within the Corporate Limits of the City of Tomball as set out in This
Ordinance; and Providing a Penalty of a Fine in an Amount Not to Exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for
the Violation of This Ordinance

Background:
The Harris County Toll Road Authority is requesting a temporary reduction of the Prima Facie speed limits
on SH 249 from the intersection of SH 249 and Heidi Lane, North to the Harris/Montgomery County Line.
 
The existing speed limit is 50 miles per hour and the reduced speed limit being requested is 45 miles per hour.
 
HCTRA's request is that the reduced speed limits begin effective March 1, 2017 and remain in effect through
completion of the project's construction, currently estimated to be December 2019. 
 
HCTRA's contractors will install the new regulatory speed as part of the construction on the project is
complete.

Origination:
Harris County Toll Road Authority (HCTRA)

Recommendation:
Adopt, on First Reading, Ordinance No. 2017-01

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:
City Secretary

ACTION TAKEN
Approval

Yes No
Readings Passed

 1st  2nd
Other

ATTACHMENTS:
Des cr i pt i on

Ordinance No. 2017-01
HCTRA Request to City of Tomball
HCTRA Map
HCTRA Request to TxDOT
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ORDINANCE NO. 2017-01 

 

 AN ORDINANCE REDUCING THE PRIMA FACIE SPEED LIMIT 

ESTABLISHED FOR VEHICLES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 

§545.356, TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE, UPON THE BASIS OF AN 

ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION, UPON SH249 

FRONTAGE ROADS/ACCESS ROADS,  FOR A TEMPORARY 

REDUCTION OF SPEED DURING CONSTRUCTION ONLY, FROM 

THE INTERSECTION OF HEIDI LANE AND SH 249, NORTH TO THE 

HARRIS/MONTGOMERY COUNTY LINE, WITHIN THE CORPORATE 

LIMITS OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL AS SET OUT IN THIS 

ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY OF A FINE IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR 

THE VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE.   

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 WHEREAS, §545.356, Texas Transportation Code, provides that whenever the 

governing body of the City shall determine, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic 

investigation, that any prima facie speed therein set forth when a highway, or part of a highway, 

is under repair, construction or maintenance may be hazardous, said governing body may 

determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima facie speed limit thereat or thereon by the 

passage of an Ordinance, which shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof 

are erected at such intersection or other place or part of the street or highway; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TOMBALL: 

 
 Section 1. Upon the request of the Harris County Toll Road Authority, working in 

partnership with the Texas Department of Transportation, and upon the basis of an engineering 

and traffic investigation heretofore made as authorized by the provisions of §545.356, Texas 

Transportation Code, the following prima facie speed limits hereafter indicated for vehicles are 

hereby determined and declared to be reasonable and safe; and such speed limits are hereby fixed 

at the rate of speed indicated for vehicles traveling upon the named streets and highways, or parts 

thereof, described as follows: 
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(A) from the intersection of Heidi Lane and SH 249, north to the 

Harris/Montgomery County line, the speed limit shall be “45 MPH.”  
 
 Section 2. Any person violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in any sum not 

more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00). 

FIRST READING: 

 READ, PASSED, AND APPROVED AS SET OUT BELOW AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL, HELD ON THE 16TH   
DAY OF JANUARY 2017. 
 

COUNCILMAN HUDGENS               
COUNCILMAN STOLL               

   COUNCILMAN DEGGES              
   COUNCILMAN TOWNSEND              
   COUNCILMAN KLEIN QUINN              
 
SECOND READING: 
 
 READ, PASSED, AND APPROVED AS SET OUT BELOW AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL, HELD ON THE 6TH  
DAY OF FEBRUARY 2017. 
 

COUNCILMAN HUDGENS               
COUNCILMAN STOLL               

   COUNCILMAN DEGGES              
   COUNCILMAN TOWNSEND              
   COUNCILMAN KLEIN QUINN              
  
  
 
 
         _____     

GRETCHEN FAGAN, Mayor 
City of Tomball 

 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 __      

DORIS SPEER, City Secretary 
City of Tomball 
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents to Apply for a UASI Grant to Link Multiple
Dispatch Centers in Harris and Montgomery Counties

Background:
The inability for fire and EMS agencies to be promptly notified of requests for assistance from neighboring
agencies places an undue risk on firefighters.  This inability is created when dispatch centers are forced to rely
on telephone communications to request assistance from neighboring agencies (mutual or automatic aid).  In
some instances, this results in significant delays for the expected next arriving fire truck to the emergency
incident.
 
The UASI grant would electronically link these dispatch centers and create a system to automatically transfer
the information and "build" the call in the neighboring dispatch center.  This would significantly improve
notification times and place the requested units at the scene much faster.
 
This grant request is a follow-up grant to the 2016 UASI grant approved by Council on March 21, 2016 and
will expand the project to include other dispatch centers and provide funding for the completion of the initial
2016 project.  The reason Tomball is made the original request and is making this follow up request is a
"qualified" agency, under the UASI definition, must be the applicant.  Tomball will manage the grant process
through the "Grant Closeout".  The management of the grant is not overly burdensome.  The project
governance document being developed will identify the board that will be tasked with maintaining the
relationship with the service provider. 
 
The 2016 grant requested $250,000 but was only funded at $210,526.  This modification was discussed and it
was agreed among the stakeholders that the project length and complexity allowed it to be termed "scalable". 
Presently, the Request for Proposal for the original project is in final review by the stakeholders and should be
released to the vendors on Monday, January 16 with the proposals due back by February 15.
 
The 2017 request on which we are seeking the City's approval will cover the balance of the original project as
well as the expanded parameters to include more dispatch centers.  The 2017 grant request should be
sufficient to fund the balance of the original project as well as the expanded parameters.  

Origination:
Fire Department

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:
Parr

ACTION TAKEN
Approval Readings Passed Other
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Yes No  1st  2nd

ATTACHMENTS:
Des cr i pt i on

2017 UASI Grant Application
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FY2017 Houston UASI Application  For Official Use Only 

1 

 

Project Name:  Regional Dispatch Linking 

Applicant Jurisdiction:  City of Tomball 

Division/Organization administering grant:  Tomball Fire Department 

Application Point of Contact Name:  Randall Parr Application Point of Contact Phone:  281-290-1063 

Application Point of Contact Email:   rparr@tomballtx.gov 

Type of Request: (Pick one only)        New Request          

  Sustainment of previously funded project (ongoing costs only) 

  Continuation/next phase of project in progress 

  Completion/final phase of project in progress 

 Shareable and/or deployable?
1
  (Please select all that apply); EHP required? Primary Zip Code? Scalable? 

  Shareable           Deployable        Neither                      This project will require EHP Review
2
 

Zip Code +4 for Project:  77375-4267                                               This project is scalable. 

Is this a Law Enforcement/Terrorism Prevention (LE/TP) Project 

(Yes/No)? See IB 412 for info on what is LE/TP. 

No 

What core capability does this proposal address? Please 

pick one capability that best fits your project. 

Operational Communications 

Project Summary: Briefly summarize the project, including proposed activities and how much funding is requested.  

Summary and goal:    The project is designed to electronically link, using cloud based technology, fire/ems dispatch 

communications centers within the region.  The goal of the project is to eliminate the manual intervention required to request 

aid from other jurisdictions, reducing response times for responding jurisdictions and increasing first responder safety.  The 

project will also provide dispatch redundancy capability in the event of a loss of critical infrastructure.  The activities of the 

project will be to develop the software protocols necessary to accomplish the project goals and objectives.  Since the original 

award of 2016, Jersey Village, Montgomery County Hospital District and the newly formed East Harris County dispatch centers 

have requested to participate.  Costs include the technology consultant to develop the system as well as final payments to 

current dispatch center CAD vendors to interface with their proprietary software systems.   

Dollar amount:   $300,000 

Problem Statement: Describe issues, hazards, threats your project will target. (Ensure terrorism nexus is clear.) 

A terror related physical and/or cyber-attack on local Public Safety Access Points (PSAP’s) within the region; or an asymmetrical 

attack combined with a terrorist attack on another critical infrastructure sector could directly impact emergency response to 

the public; or exacerbate response when increased need for services is required.  A gap analysis utilizing a subset of the NIST 

800-30 disclosed that agencies that rely upon adjacent jurisdictions for mutual/automatic aid are dependent rapid 

dissemination of resource information via their CAD systems that do not have a direct CAD interface to adjacent systems.  The 

communications infrastructure facilities provide the connectivity needed to provide citizen-to-authority communications and 

authority-to-authority communications. The connections support the delivery of the right type of service at the right location 

and at the right time, whether the need is for an urgent response from a single agency or for a coordinated response by two or 

more agencies. While the loss of that connectivity is most likely to occur due to unintentional manmade causes (such as the 

accidental severing of critical trunk lines due to a construction project some distance away), diversifying communications 

facilities can address a number of other cyber risks, including terrorism and natural disasters, as well.   

Existing Capability Levels: Describe existing capability levels in your jurisdiction and region.  

Individual communications centers have the ability to efficiently dispatch units under their direct control, but not those units of 

other agencies using other dispatch centers.  Currently, requests for assistance from neighboring jurisdictions on multi-

jurisdictional incidents are accomplished by a telephone conversation between dispatchers at the two communications 

centers.  The necessary technology to facilitate this communication automatically is under development utilizing the previously 

awarded 2016 UASI funding source. 

Existing Capability Gap: Identify gap(s) in capability that this project will fill. Cite UASI State Preparedness Report or other 

assessments, as appropriate. 

                                                           
1
 If new core capabilities are being sought utilizing HSGP funding, grantees must ensure that the capabilities are deployable outside of their 

community to support regional and national efforts or otherwise shareable with regional partners and aligned with a capability gap identified 

in the THIRA/SPR. 
2
 Please see the UASI FY2017 Kickoff slides for more detail on EHP requirements. 

 

Page 76 of 79
Page 3 of 5



FY2017 Houston UASI Application  For Official Use Only 

2 

 

As cited in the Equipment section of the Operational Communications Core Capability in the SPR, funding constraints continue 

to challenge the continuing operation and maintenance of regional operational systems.  The lack of interconnection of the 

Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) systems is an operational hindrance that requires manual intervention (calling another 

jurisdiction) and communicating resource requirements.  It requires one person at each site to communicate with the other, 

record, re-enter the existing information from the requesting agency, and subsequently dispatch the requested resource(s).  

The process requires additional time and personnel resources when the resources are already constrained.  The safety/lives of 

the public and first responders are impacted by the potential delay in dispatch of initial or additional resources.  Providing an 

electronic interface between the separate systems will provide automated distribution of critical, time-sensitive emergency 

dispatch orders.    

Impact Statement: Explain the local/regional impact of this project & how it will reduce the gap identified above 

As a regional project, numerous dispatch center CAD systems will be linked through a cloud based communications protocol 

that will automatically transfer the incident information from the requesting CAD system to the receiving CAD system and will 

automatically create the incident record in the receiving CAD system.  This will eliminate the manual intervention between the 

dispatch centers and eliminate the time to transfer the incident details and rebuild the incident in the receiving CAD system.  

This will drastically reduce the time necessary to notify neighboring agencies of the request for assistance.   The result will be 

that automatic/mutual aid requested units will arrive on the incident scene in a more timely manner which will increase 

firefighter and citizen safety.  The regional system will also provide a redundant dispatch capability throughout the region.  

Homeland Security Priority Action: Choose the action most closely aligned with this project. Use this format: (e.g., 1.2.3 

Expand and enhance the network of human sources that can provide detailed and relevant information on known or suspected 
terrorist and criminal enterprises.) 

4.2.4 Develop and maintain critical information technology and communications capabilities to connect regional and state 

operations centers.   

Target Group: Identify the target jurisdiction(s), group, and population expected to benefit from this project. 

This project will directly support, in addition to the Cy-Fair FD, Cypress Creek EMS Comcenter, Harris County ESD #1, and 

Montgomery County FireCom included in the 2016 grant, the City of Tomball (included in the 2016 proposal but moved to the 

supplemental[2017] grant due to cost issues), Jersey Village, Montgomery County Hospital District and the newly formed East 

Harris County dispatch centers and the agencies they serve throughout the region.  Additionally, Fort Bend County has 

expressed interest in the participating in the system.  Requests for automatic or mutual aid will be automated, vastly reducing 

the amount of time for the request to be acted on by the receiving agency and decreasing the time for requested units to 

arrive at the emergency incident scene.  This will ultimately increase firefighter safety and benefit the citizens. 

Long-Term Approach: How will you sustain/maintain this project beyond UASI grant funding to ensure continuity? 

The participating agencies are committed to providing the estimated ongoing software maintenance costs of $10,000 per year 

per participating dispatch center which will be shared by the participating individual response agencies.. 

Which UASI goal & objective does this application address? How will your project help the Region attain this goal?  

UASI Strategic Goal: Goal 5: Interoperable Communications   

UASI Strategic Objective:  Objective 5.2 Complete the deployment of standards-based shared systems to serve the region.   

This project will help attain the goal by:  Developing a standards-based data exchange system to share critical, time-sensitive 

data between dispatch centers throughout the region.  

Please describe your project’s expected outputs and outcomes.  

Refer to the Metrics in the UASI Strategy and the HSGD Measures Example document for appropriate examples.    

Outputs:   

Number of disparate CAD systems identified: 6 

Number of dispatch centers participating in the project: 8 

Milestones defined and identified: 4 

Project technical parameters identified and agreed upon: 6 

Program software prepared for testing: 1 

 

Outcomes:   

Number of separate dispatch centers participating: 8   
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For projects sustaining/advancing a FEMA-defined typed team, please answer the questions below (cite the team name of the 

typed resource and identifier in the Resource Typing Library Tool). If it does not sustain/advance a team, please type “N/A” in 

Name of team and leave the remainder of this section blank. 

Name of Team:        N/A 

Type (See region’s certification):   

FEMA Typed Resource (From RTLT):   

ID of Typed Resource (From RTLT):  

Describe how you are sustaining or advancing your team type with this project. 

For grant-funded personnel: What will these employees accomplish for the region during the performance period?  

N/A 

For Interoperable Communications Committee projects: Is this project consistent with the SCIP and the RICP? Please 

describe how this project fills a gap identified in the Interoperability Gap Analysis? (If this is not an ICC project, please type 

“N/A” below.) 

As a regional project, numerous dispatch center CAD systems will be linked through a cloud based communications protocol 

that will automatically transfer the incident information from the requesting CAD system to the receiving CAD system and will 

automatically create the incident record in the receiving CAD system.  This will eliminate the manual intervention between the 

dispatch centers, eliminate the time to transfer the incident details and rebuild the incident in the receiving CAD system.  This 

will drastically reduce the time necessary to notify neighboring agencies of the request for assistance.    This additionally 

provides redundancy in dispatch capabilities throughout the region. 

Milestones (09/2017 – 08/2019) for a 24 month period of performance (3 to 5 required). 

Identify Milestone and Associated Activities Phase Start 

(MO/YEAR) 

Finish 

(MO/YEAR) 

Accept the award and complete initial grant set up. Initiate 09/2017 11/2017 

Complete the additional inventory of CAD systems and types Plan 12/2017 01/2018 

Create a change order/contract modification to add the additional CADs Execute 02/2018 04/2018 

Develop, implement, test and modify software to complete the project  Execute 04/2018 06/2018 

Train the POCs  Closeout 07/2018 10/2018 

Close out the grant Closeout 11/2018 12/2018 
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Regular City Council
Agenda Item Meeting Date: January 16, 2017

Data Sheet
 

Topic:
Discussion and Possible Action in Regards to City Staff's Handling of In-City Municipal Utility District
Requests

Background:
Since 2014, Community Development Department Staff has received three requests from residential
developers about establishing In-City Municipal Utility Districts (MUDs). The most recent request was a new
request that was received on January 6th. Staff is seeking direction on how to move forward, whether that is
for City Council to continue to contemplate them, tell the developers that they are not permitted within the
Tomball city limits or establish minimum City criteria for them.

Origination:
Community Development Department

Recommendation:

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:
Craig T. Meyers, Community Development Director

ACTION TAKEN
Approval

Yes No
Readings Passed

 1st  2nd
Other
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