NOTICE OF SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS

2:00 P.M.

Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Tomball City Council, to be held on Friday,
March 20, 2020 at 2:00 P.M., City Hall, 401 Market Street, Tomball, Texas 77375, for the
purpose of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are subject to action.
The Tomball City Council reserves the right to meet in a closed session for consultation
with attorney on any agenda item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to
authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government Code.

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

Call to Order

Public Comments and Receipt of Petitions /At this time, anyone will be allowed to speak
on any matter other than personnel matters or matters under litigation, for length of time
not to exceed three minutes. No Council/Board discussion or action may take place on a
matter until such matter has been placed on an agenda and posted in accordance with
law.]

New Business:

3.1 Adopt, on First and Only Reading, Ordinance No. 2020-07-E , an Ordinance of
the City of Tomball, Texas Declaring a Public Health Emergency and Declaring a
State of Disaster; Providing for a Penalty in an Amount Not to Exceed $2,000.00
for Every Violation Hereof, Providing for Severability; Making Findings Related
Thereto and Providing an Effective Date

Adjournment
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin board of City Hall, City
of Tomball, Texas, a place readily accessible to the general public at all times, on the 20th day of
March 2020 by 1:00 p.m., and remained posted for at least 72 continuous hours preceding the
scheduled time of said meeting.

Doris Speer

Doris Speer
City Secretary, TRMC

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available Requests
for accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting.
Please feel free to contact the City Secretary's office at (281) 290-1002 or FAX (281) 351-
6256 for further information.

AGENDAS MAY ALSO BE VIEWED ONLINE AT www.ci.tomball.tx.us.
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Special City Council
Agenda [tem Meeting Date: March 20, 2020
Data Sheet

Topic:
Background:
Origination:
Recommendation:

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:

City Secretary
ACTION TAKEN
Approval Readings Passed Other
I~ Yes[” No ~ 15t pnd

Page 1 of 1
Page 3 of 8




Special City Council
Agenda [tem
Data Sheet

Topic:

Meeting Date:

March 20, 2020

Adopt, on First and Only Reading, Ordinance No. 2020-07-E , an Ordinance of the City of Tomball, Texas
Declaring a Public Health Emergency and Declaring a State of Disaster; Providing for a Penalty in an Amount
Not to Exceed $2,000.00 for Every Violation Hereof; Providing for Severability; Making Findings Related

Thereto and Providing an Effective Date

Background:
Origination:
Recommendation:

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda:
Rob Hauck, City Manager

ACTION TAKEN

Approval Readings Passed Other
I~ Yes[” No ~ 15t 2nd
ATTACHMENTS:

Ordinance No. 2020-7-E
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TITLE: EMERGENCY ORDINANCE DECLARING A PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCY AND DECLARING A STATE OF DISASTER
FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK OF COVID-19

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-07-E

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS DECLARING A
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY AND DECLARING A STATE OF
DISASTER; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED $2,000.00 FOR EVERY VIOLATION HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; MAKING FINDINGS RELATED THERETO AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

* * * * * *

WHEREAS, in December 2019, a novel respiratory disease named “SARS-CoV-2” that
the causes a disease named “Coronavirus disease 2019” (“COVID-19’) was detected in Wuhan
City, Hubei Province, China; and

WHEREAS, symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and shortness of breath that
may result in mild to severe illness, and in some cases death; and

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization Director General
declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern and
advised countries to prepare for the containment, including active surveillance, early detection,
isolation and case management, contact tracing, and prevention of onward spread of the disease;
and

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary
declared a public health emergency for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare
community in responding to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the identification of “community spread” cases of COVID-19 in the United
States could potentially signal that transmission of the virus may no longer be limited to travel to
outbreak areas or contact with travelers who have visited outbreak areas; and

WHEREAS, according to the Center for Disease Control (“CDC”), it is likely that at
some point, widespread transmission of COVID-19 in the United States will occur; and

WHEREAS, the CDC warns that widespread transmission of COVID-19 would translate
into large numbers of people needing medical care at the same time; and

WHEREAS, the CDC also warns that schools, childcare centers, workplaces, and other
places for mass gatherings may experience more absenteeism; public health and healthcare
systems may become overloaded with elevated rates of hospitalizations and deaths; other critical

infrastructure, such as law enforcement, emergency medical services, and transportation industry
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may also be affected; and health care providers and hospitals may be overwhelmed; and

WHEREAS, to date, approximately 34 persons in Harris County have tested positive for
the virus and it is anticipated that the number of persons diagnosed with the virus is likely to
increase, as testing for the virus continues; and

WHEREAS, Governor Greg Abbott signed a Declaration of State Disaster due to this
same public health emergency on March 13, 2020; and a Declaration of Public Health
Emergency on March 19, 2020; and

WHEREAS, given, among other things, including the CDC’s guidance, there is an
ongoing risk and likelihood of COVID-19-positive patients being identified in the City of
Tomball; and

WHEREAS, the City, local health agencies, and political subdivisions within the region
have been working diligently to implement CDC guidelines, but now require additional tools and
resources to protect the public health given the current state of the epidemic and the need for a
sustained response; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, as amended, Texas
Government Code, Chapter 418, (the “Texas Disaster Act”), the Mayor is designated as the
Emergency Management Director of the City of Tomball, and may exercise the powers granted
to the Governor on an appropriate local scale; and

WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster due to this public health emergency includes
the ability to reduce the possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, promote health,
compel persons to undergo additional health measures that prevent or control the spread of
disease, including isolation, surveillance, quarantine, or placement of persons under public
health observation, including the provision of temporary housing or emergency shelters for
persons misplaced or evacuated and request assistance from the Governor of state resources; and

WHEREAS, by this Declaration, the Mayor and City Council declare all rules and
regulations that may inhibit or prevent prompt response to this threat suspended for the duration
of the incident; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted to the Mayor and City Council under the
Texas Disaster Act, the Mayor and City Council authorize the use of all available resources of
state government and political subdivisions to assist in the City’s response to this situation; and

WHEREAS, the City of Tomball, and the people and communities of the City have
suffered or face imminent threat to the public health and the potential for loss of life and
property resulting from a disaster: the introduction, transmission, or spread (or imminent threat
of the same) of COVID-19 in the City of Tomball; and
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WHEREAS, we, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Tomball have determined
that emergency measures must be taken to either prepare for or respond to a disaster due to this
public health emergency in order to respond quickly, to prevent and alleviate the suffering of
people exposed to and those infected with the virus, as well as those that could potentially be
infected or impacted by COVID-19, and to prevent or minimize the loss of life; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL,
TEXAS:

Section 1. The facts and matters contained in the preamble to this ordinance are
hereby found to be true and correct.

Section 2. Declaration of Local State of Disaster. That a local state of disaster and
public health emergency is hereby declared for the City of Tomball, Texas pursuant to §418.108
of the Texas Disaster Act until May 20, 2020, or unless terminated or modified by earlier
ordinance of the City.

Section 3. Publicity and Filing. Pursuant to 8418.108(c) of the Texas Disaster Act,
this declaration of a local state of disaster due to this public health emergency shall be given
prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the City Secretary.

Section 4. Activation of the City Emergency Management Plan. Pursuant to
8418.108(d) of the Texas Disaster Act, this declaration of a local state of disaster due to this
public health emergency activates the City of Tomball Emergency Management Plan.

Section 5. Temporary Housing and Emergency Shelter. Pursuant to §418.020(d)
of the Texas Disaster Act, this declaration authorizes the City to: (1) temporarily or permanently
acquire by lease, purchase, or other means sites required for temporary housing units or
emergency shelters for disaster victims; and (2) enter into arrangements necessary to prepare or
equip the sites for installation and use of temporary housing or emergency shelters, including
arrangements necessary for the transportation and purchase of temporary housing units or
emergency shelters.

Section 6. Any person who intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or with criminal
negligence violates this ordinance or any further action, order or declaration by the Mayor and
City Council of the City of Tomball exercising their authority pursuant to this declaration or any
of the laws of the State of Texas available to them by this declaration, shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined an amount not to exceed $2,000.00 for each
such violation.

Section 7. In the event any clause phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this
Ordinance or the application of the same to any person or circumstances shall for any reason be
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adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other than the part
declared to be invalid or unconstitutional; and the City Council of the City of Tomball, Texas,
declares that it would have passed each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission
of any such part thus declared to be invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more
parts.

Section 8. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its approval.

FIRST AND ONLY READING:

READ, PASSED, AND APPROVED AS SET OUT BELOW AT THE MEETING OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOMBALL HELD ON THE ___ DAY OF MARCH 2020.

COUNCILMAN FORD
COUNCILMAN STOLL
COUNCILMAN DEGGES
COUNCILMAN TOWNSEND
COUNCILMAN KLEIN QUINN

Gretchen Fagan, Mayor
ATTEST:

Tracylynn Garcia, Assistant City Secretary
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